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ing has not improved the nature they brought with them, probably
it has been made worse.
It is for the first time they are handling their cultured coun-
trymen with a high purpose. We must not expect a sudden change
in the police. Patience and gentleness will convert them into
decent men with fellow-feeling. For me swaraj commenced when
the best of us found themselves inside prison walls. Ever since it
has been a steady accession of strength and a steady reformation.
The latter is not to begin after a settlement but it will be the re-
sult of real and ever growing reformation. Shall we not blame
ourselves, too, for the police brutality? Have we not too long
neglected them, too long feared them, thought ill of them and
considered them to be past redemption ? If we were to retain
the same attitude of mind, we shall find so many groups to be
beyond hope, that we shall have only ourselves left as paragons
of perfection and patterns of virtue. In other words, there would be
no swaraj at the end of such exclusive assumption of virtue. Let
us, therefore, take a portion of the blame ourselves for the vices of
the police and the weakness of our general surroundings. But our
patience will be justified only if we exchange for love of ease and
comfort, love of pain and suffering. In spite of the gruesome
news served out to us from day to day, we can afford to be
happy if we have done our little best in the cause. We must after
all leave the result in the hands of God.
PUNJAB OFFERING
The impartial Punjab Government have given the opportu-
nity to Jullundur, which seemed to be left out, of covering itself
with honour. They have arrested its leading worker Lala Hans
Raj, a barrister belonging to an old noble family which has
rendered many a service to the Government. Lala Hans Raj's
offence consists in his having dared like Lala Duni Ghand of
Ambala personally to picket the liquor licence auction. One would
have thought it to be a merit for a barrister to exchange his brief
for moral reform. But in India Government look at things diffe-
rently. Lala Hans Raj will ,however, be none the worse for his jail
experiences. His grateful countrymen will put a higher valuation
upon his services as a national prisoner than as a successful barrister.
Lala Duni Ghand left with his son a letter to be sent to me
from which I copy the following:1
1 The excerpt, not reproduced here, contained news of Duni Ghand Js ar-
rest for picketing an auction sale of liquor contracts in Court premises and of
arrests of other volunteers for picketing liquor shops.